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Season 2017/2018

MUCH HADHAM TENNIS CLUB
Events Calendar
Monday 10th April 2017 – Start of new season – access
code changes.
Friday 21st April 2017 – 09:15: Ladies morning followed by
coffee/cake in Hopleys (newcomers welcome)
Tuesday 25th April 2017 – 20:00: Men’s club session
followed by refreshments in The Bull (newcomers welcome)
Wednesday 10th May 2017 – 19:00: Mixed club night
followed by 20:30: Wimbledon draw & refreshments in The
Bull (newcomers welcome)
Sunday 9th July 2017 – 10:00: Open club morning (Adults
and Juniors) followed by BBQ (newcomers welcome)
Monday 28th August 2017: Much Hadham Village Fete
(volunteers required to run activities on the courts)

Club Sessions
Weekly club sessions are as
follows:
Tuesday evenings from 8pm
– Men’s night
Wednesday evenings from 7pm
– Club night
Friday mornings from 9:15am
– Ladies’ morning
Potential new members are
welcome to join in at any of the
club sessions – A few specific
events aimed at attracting new
members are shown in the
diary.

Sunday 10th September 2017 – 10:00: Annual tournament
and BBQ
Thursday 30th November 2017 – 19:30: AGM and
Christmas meal
Wednesday 20th December 2017 – 18:30: Christmas club
night followed by refreshments in The Bull
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Wimbledon Draw – Have you ‘opted in’?
This is one of the best ways to get an opportunity to purchase Wimbledon tickets - the odds last year were nearly 1
in 5 (The club received 13 pairs of tickets last year for the draw). Much Hadham Tennis Club will shortly hear how
many tickets have been allocated to its members for Wimbledon this year. The allocation is based on the number
of British Tennis Members who have opted in. British Tennis Members will no doubt have seen the need to ‘opt in’
if you are to be eligible for the MHTC draw. Becoming a British Tennis Member is free and can be done online:
https://www.lta.org.uk/member/. Join up now to avoid disappointment next year!
To be eligible for the draw this year, being held on Wednesday 10th May at 8:30pm in the Bull, you must have:
•

‘Opted in’ as a British Tennis Member – The deadline set by BTM was the 17th February 2017

•

Paid your MHTC membership and indicated on the subscriptions form that you wish to be included in the
club draw

2
1

MHTC Annual Newsletter

Season 2017/2018

Tournaments and leagues
Club championships

Annual tournament & BBQ

Essex Small Clubs leagues

Unfortunately none
of the
championships were completed in
2016.

Sally Barra organized the annual
tournament on Sunday the 11th
September 2016. 24 members of
the club turned out on a sunny
afternoon
for
the
annual
tournament. Simon Wimsey and
Ginny Brett came through to take
the trophy in a close fought
tournament.

Much Hadham Tennis Club plays
in the summer and winter Essex
Small Clubs leagues.

We hope to introduce a new
format this year which we hope
will encourage more participation
If you would like to participate
then please indicate on your
subscription form.
If you
are
interested
in
coordinating these championships
then please contact a committee
member.

Due to the number of ladies
entering a women’s doubles final
was also played which was won by
Karen Cope and Midge Wimsey.
We hope to see more men entering
next year.
Families joined the players for
drinks and BBQ.
This season’s event is scheduled
for Sunday 10th September – more
details will be sent out during the
season.

In 2016 we entered the men’s,
ladies and mixed. The teams
enjoyed success in many of the
matches and the men’s team
gained promotion to the premier
league (summer season)
It has been great to see several
new people playing in the
matches and we look forward to
getting more of you involved.

New players welcome
The matches are good fun and
new players are always welcome
– please contact, Norah Hickman
(ladies), Karen Cope or Barry
Brett (mixed) or Justin Akester
(men’s) for more details. Details
of matches can be found on the
club noticeboard.

Junior Coaching; Caroline Daniell
Having taken on the junior coaching at the club back in September, I was always slightly apprehensive as to how
the children would approach the sessions through the cold, dark, windy and occasionally snowy winter evenings. I
needn't have worried however, as the children have wrapped up warm and continued to come and play with
smiles on their faces, with only the occasional grumble! We only had one weather affected session due to ice, which
is pretty good going I think. Overall I’ve been delighted with the commitment the juniors have shown (and the
parents too!) but I won't say we're not all looking forward to the warmer weather!
We’ve been focussing on the basic groundstroke and volley skills initially, and have recently started to introduce
serving drills and increase the amount of trading (a.k.a. rallying) drills we do, so the ability levels are really
improving. I run 3 sessions of varied ability for 4-11 year olds (2 red ball classes, and 1 orange ball) each
Wednesday and Friday after school during term time. I do have a few spaces available, so please contact me if you
are interested – be quick though, as places are filling up fast as the warmer weather arrives! I’ll also be running the
free drop-in sessions later on in the year. The first of these will be on Tuesday 4th & 11th April at 10am. We'll also
be holding tennis sessions as normal during Busy Week as well at the start of the summer holidays.
Lastly I wanted to say a big thank you to the club committee members who have helped me get the junior coaching
up and running - your support has been invaluable.
Please contact Caroline for more details: (07952 907766 / caroline.daniell@hotmail.com
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Good news for subscriptions:
junior membership just £15
Great news on the membership front – this year will
see reductions to the junior and family membership.
The club is now no longer required to pay the levy to
the Sports Association (who manage the overall
recreation ground) for juniors. Adult membership
remains unchanged. You are welcome to play
whenever you wish (subject to club rules) as well as
joining in our club sessions and various other events.
The access code for the padlock will be changed on
Monday 10th April - all new and renewing members
will be advised of the new code once they have paid
their subscription.
Please see the membership form for more details.

AGM and dinner
This excellent event was hosted by the committee at
Hopleys which was well attended by the membership.
Due to its success a similar event is planned for
Thursday 30th November. Please come and join us –
the more the merrier!! More details will be sent out to
members later in the season – if you have a preference
for the venue then please let us know.

St Andrew’s Primary School
The club was pleased to be able to offer free use of the
courts to our local primary school last year. The
school utilized the courts on a regular basis
throughout the summer term in 2016 and further use
is planned for summer 2017.

Hockey for ‘Tots’
A local group which was established in 2015
continues to provide hockey coaching for tots. This
group utilizes two of the courts on a weekly basis at
9.00 on a Saturday morning. The sessions have
proved successful and there has been no disruption
reported by tennis club members.
The group
contribute to the upkeep of the courts.
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Much Hadham FêteDonec
interdum

This annual event supports the Sports Association and
our tennis club. Traditionally our members offer
assistance either on the day or for setting up the day
before. The fête takes place on Monday 28th August.
For the first time last year the club organized
competitions on the courts for both juniors and adults.
Thank you to all those who gave up their time to help
out. The club will be looking to support the Fete again
this year. This can only be done if members volunteer
– just an hour of your Pellentesque:
time would be gratefully
received.
Please advise if you are able to help – this can be
indicated on the subscription forms or you can contact
a committee member.
This year the club was successful in its application for
a grant from the Recreation Trust (who manage the
funds from the fête) to provide free junior tennis
sessions. More details below.

Free Junior Tennis
The club provided free junior tennis sessions last
summer and has funding to provide the same this
year. Free sessions will be offered in the holidays
which are open to all. Our coach; Caroline Daniell will
be in attendance to provide support and equipment as
required. The dates for Easter are Tuesday 4th April
10-11am and Tuesday 11th April 10-11am.

Website
2016 saw the launch of the new website. All clubs and
facilities on the recreation ground are part of the
website. Please have a look and give us your
feedback: www.tennis.muchhadham.uk

Maintenance
Last season there was significant maintenance costs
including court cleaning and preventative moss
treatment as well as floodlight bulb replacement.
There were many other smaller items. Often the work
is undertaken by a small number of volunteers so if
you can give time to help that would be appreciated.
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Rules of the court
1. In the event that all the courts are in use, players who have been on court for one hour or more should give
up their court.
2. Juniors may not operate the floodlights unless accompanied by an Adult Member. Please only illuminate
the courts you are playing on to avoid unnecessary use of electricity.
3. All players must wear tennis shoes with soft, non-marking soles, NO other footwear is permitted.
4. No footballs, bicycles, roller blades or any other form of wheels are allowed on the courts under any
circumstances.
5. Do not let the nets down after play.
6. Secure padlock onto side netting while you play (to avoid losing it) and relock the court door when you
leave. If anyone is still playing, please ask them to lock up when they leave. DO NOT lock people in.
7. THE SAME GUEST MAY ATTEND THREE TIMES IN ONE YEAR, THEREAFTER THEY ARE REQUIRED TO JOIN
AND PAY A SUBSCRIPTION.
8. Club sessions will take priority over all courts subject to attendance. Doubles will be played at times when
courts are in demand.
9. The playing of league matches takes priority over other play on the courts, excluding Club sessions
Do not leave floodlights on where courts are not being used. The lights automatically extinguish at 10.00pm on
weekdays and 9.00pm at weekends and Bank Holidays out of respect for our neighbours.
Public liability insurance does not cover non-members unless a committee member has given permission to
play. Their names, addresses, dates and time of play must be provided before play. Members who have guests but
do not pay the supplement for them will be in breach of the Membership Rules and may be liable to have their
membership forfeited.

Committee
There are no changes to the committee this year. If you are interested in becoming a committee member then
please contact any of us:
We can be contacted as follows:
Justin Akester
Sally Barra
Karen Cope
Barry Brett
Alex Farmer

Chairman
Membership Secretary
Treasurer
Fixtures/maintenance
Sports Association

justinakester@hotmail.com
barratribe@yahoo.co.uk
karencope@hotmail.com
barryjbrett50@gmail.com
alexdenison@btinternet.com

07870 688719
07981 833179
07929 758263
07792 046506
07766 411503

